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Abstract

A Study on Modern Pansori Narrative and
Composition in Joseon Pop Music
- “The Song of Chunhyang” Sung by sEODo Band -

Chang, Yoon Hee

(Seoul National University, lecturer)

Recently, pansori, Korea's representative traditional vocal music, has been depicted and
represented as an enjoyable popular song for contemporary audience with its unique Korean
sensibility. This paper examines the narrative contexts and significance in the process
of producing and composing new pamsori as well as the phenomenon of popularizing it.
The discussion mainly deals with the analysis of SEODo band’s “Song of Chunhyang,”
a version with prefix “Joseon pop.”

“Popularization of prmsor?” had meant almost all types of new iz music comprehensively
embracing even the ideas of musicians who tried new music with artistic creativity or
diversity. However, voices requiring cannon or criteria for composing pansori, breaking
from reckless musical adventure or trial. Rather than focusing on the musical element
or genre style, pamsori can become popular when the musician achieves assessing reasonable
re-contextualization to modern and contemporary songs so that the narrativity in the
story telling survives and continues.

sEODo band’s new song is considered same as deomerom, the newly added parts in pamsori
from long time ago. This tradition of adding pieces complementing the musical story
differentiates SEODo’s music from other popular songs. However, the lyrics and narration
are neither old traditional przmsori nor popular songs. Though adapting modern style and
freestyle lyric writing, the band removes the linguistic metaphor of the past and abates
thetorics in popular music. The understandable sensibility completes sympathetic narrative
in “Song of Chunhyang” with popular music elements, and in the long run thus the
music can be called <Song of Chunhyang in Popular music school, SEODo band fashion,
swing/R&B mode>.
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