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Abstract

The Change of Regulation Aspect of Korean Popular Music
after Abolition of Pre-censorship System

Kwon Chung Goo
(Sungkonghoe University)

The regulation of popular music that existed since the Japanese colonial period was
strengthened by the establishment of the Arts Ethics Committee, the Performance Ethics
Committee, Broadcasting Ethics Committee. After political democratization in 1987, the
demand for deregulation of popular music was reflected, and the pre-deliberation system
was abolished in 1996. As a result, the release of albums by popular musicians is simpler
than before, but the freedom of expression has also increased. However, after the
pre-deliberation system, institutional regulations did not disappear completely, and various
regulatory bodies and legal systems were newly established. Meanwhile, the media
environment has changed and music consumption has also changed from albums to watching
videos.

After the abolition of the pre screening system, the target of regulation shifted to
youth protection. In addition, the Youth Protection Committee, the Video Rating Committee,
and the Korea Communications Standards Commission were established to continuously
review popular music. Meanwhile, broadcasters that were previously controlled by the
Broadcasting Ethics Committee are conducting independent deliberation.

The Youth Protection Committee, established in 1997, has designated a large number
of media records harmful to youth since it was transferred to the Ministry of Gender
Equality and Family in 2010. Unlike the past regulations that were accepted without
resistance, there was strong resistance from singers, producers, and fans, and their arguments
were reflected in the system, and revisions and improvements were made. Meanwhile,
as the size of the popular music industry grew, so did the activities of youth. With
the enactment of the Pop Gulture and Arts Industry Development Act in 2014, an opportunity

to protect young people who are active in the field of popular music has been prepared.
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