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Abstract

This Folk Music in Emerging Korean CCM in the 1970s

Dongbok Yang

(Professor, Korea Nazarene University)

The purpose of this study is to examine the influence of their songs and
activities on the formation of the Contemporary Christian Music industry
in South Korea, focusing on the folk music in the 1970. In the 1970s, Korean
folk musicians were potential producers of Christian popular music who wete
active in the social and cultural space provided by Christianity. They embraced
American folk music, showed Christian songs on their albums, and raised
the awareness of popular style of Christian music among churches. Folk
musicians who became active within the church contributed to the spread
of Christian popular music as the youth culture was restricted in the late
1970s. Folk style suited the tastes and musical conditions of the church, and
folk musicians sang songs that could be easily accepted by the church. As
the Christian population grew rapidly, the church embraced and actively used
a new style of music, as it did during the revival period. The music industry
differentiated CCM as the Christian subculture market grew. Folk music in
the 1970s can be evaluated as having a significant position not only in the
histoty of popular music but also in the early history of the formation process

of contemporary Christian music.

Keywords: 1970s, folk music, Christian subculture, gospel music, CCM
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