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Abstract

A Study on the Characteristics of Frequently Used Words
in Korean Popular Songs

Han, Sungwoo

(Inha University Dept. of Korean Language and Literature)

This paper analyzes the lIyrics of Korean popular songs and observe the
characteristics of specific words that appear frequently in each category of
parts of speech. 26 000 songs that are well-known were chosen and categorized,
utilizing the morpheme analyzer which were compared with corpus in order
to assess the distinct characteristics of the lyrics in Korean popular music.
In terms of nouns, it was seen that “Love” appeared the most frequently,
followed by “Break-up” and “Tear”. As ‘Love’ is only ranked 104th in the
general corpus, the finding supports the idea that most of Korean popular
songs are ‘Love songs’. Pronouns, I’ and “You’ appeared the most, which
proposes the idea that not only most songs are ‘Love songs’ but ‘Love songs
from me (T) to you’. Vetb, Love’ appeared the most, while ‘Gone’ and
Sad” were the most frequently used adjectives. From this, it can be concluded
that Love’ in songs is often ‘Sad Love’. Additionally, compared to the frequency
of “Th(da)’ ending in general corpus, “-©}/¢](-a/e0)” and “8.(-yo)’ endings

are mainly used in lyrics. This is due to the spoken nature of song lyrics.

Keywords: Popular Music, Lyrics, Corpus, Part of Speech, Love
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