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Abstract

A Study on Popular Song Lyric-writing Methods

Lee, Ho-Seop
(Sogang University)

This study aims to identify the methodology involved in writing lyrics of
popular songs, and determines words of songs by categorizing them into
fixed lyrics that correspond to fixed verses and free lyrics that correspond
to free verses in the formative aspect. Additionally, this study identifies content
types by classifying lyrical lyrics corresponding to lyric poetry and narrative
lyrics corresponding to narrative poetry. Moreover, it examines the outlines
of the lyrics by analyzing elements of imagery such as expression method
and aesthetic consciousness, and the format of lyrics and issues that elucidate
topics of popular song lyrics. Furthermore, this study endeavors to build a
foundation for the actuality of lyric-writing methods by clarifying that narrative
lyrics are drama-type lyrics that compromise novels and plays, while lyrical
lyrics are not vastly different from lyrical poetry because they both depict
the author’s inner world. Lastly, based on the storyboard designed to write
lyrics, it suggests using the four elements: character, story, stage, and emphatic
ending. By analyzing those already established works, the method of efficiently

writing lyrics using these four elements was presented in deductive ways.

Keywords: lyrics, words of songs, fixed lyrics, free lyrics, lyrical lyrics,

narrative lyrics, elements of imagery, storyboard, four elements
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