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A Study on the Characteristics and Issues of Arts Labor
Based on My Experience

Lee, Jeong Seok
(Member of Korea Musician Union)

The subjects of this study are ‘arts labor’. Applying the Autoethnography method,
and supplementing by literature review and study. I could easily understood the characteristics
of ‘arts labor’ that was revealed in a previous study. Because I'm an art worker and
an activist of the artist trade union.

‘Arts labor’ observed by me is a concept that explains the economic relationship between
artists and society, that’s atypical labor contract provided their own art labor force, such
as artistic imagination and artistic performance ability, to receive wages or remuneration.
‘Arts labor’ deduced by me has some characteristics, that’s atypical relationship by contractual
or employment, and poverty and polarization of artist, and self-exploitation.

Artists live in exchange for the price of art labor force. Some artists employed by
art troupes, art organizations, or are assigned to agencies, but are usually autonomous
freelancers. Almost all of the artist are working under conditions that’s concurrent occupation
and unstable artist status, unpredictable and intermittent and irregular and long working
hours, More than half of them are without a written contract. They have been art skilled
for a long time, but the majority are precariat(precarious proletariat) suffering from low
wages. So they often form Culture and Arts Workers' Unions or Culture and Arts Cooperatives

to promote their interests. There I experienced the artist labor movement appears.

Key words : artists, arts labor, self-exploitation, atypical, artist’s working time, conract

of arts labor, precariat, Culture and Arts Workers’ Union
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