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Abstract

Men Left and Women Left Behind:
Female Images in the Breakup Songs of Female Solo Hit Songs in the
1980s~2010s Korea and Application of Existing Texts

Ki-In Chong

(Seoul National University of Science and Technology)

This paper analyzed the changes in the female images shown in the
breakup hit songs about the left men and the women left behind by
female solo artists in the 1980s through 2010s, Shim Soo-bong's “Men
are Ship, Women are Port” (1984) features a woman who recognizes
a dichotomous gender role, Here, men always leave and women are
always left, This has expanded from personal experience to the general
awareness of gender role, In Uhm Jung-hwa's “Rose of Betrayal” (1997),
man approaches women for the purpose of one-time physical relations
and leaves them, and the woman becomes angry and determined to
avenge him, The music video is shocking in that it attempts to kill a
man and woman commits suicide, While showing an active female
image, it still shows that sexual behavior is socially perceived as
different for women and men, In BoA’s “No.1” (2002), women calmly
accept men'’s breakups as inevitable as natural changes, and pray for
men’s happiness, Sunmi’s “Gashina” (2017) shows her appearanceism by
saying that a man who leaves a pretty woman like her is “crazy,” while

at the same time, in the music video, she shows the self-reliance of
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declaring that she will live “just like me” away from male discipline
power.

This paper analyzed lyrics strategically utilize existing texts, Sim
Su-bong emphasized “Always” by reminder of the tale from
Samgukyusa, while Uhm Jung-hwa rewrote the male-centered narrative
of drama “Rose of Betrayal” to voice women’s perspective, and BoA
emphasized her love for men by using premodern lyrics of praying to
the moon of the well-being of the man, Finally, Sunmi parodied
“Gashiri” and emphasized the contrasting identity of modern women,
Shim Soo-bong and BoA emphasized their feelings through continuity
with existing text, Sun-mi emphasized her identity through contrast with
existing text, and Uhm Jung-hwa criticized the male-centered view by
restoring voice of women that the pre-existing text has ignored. The
lyrics used existing text to voice the voices of women left behind

through such diverse strategies.
Keywords: Shim Soo-bong, Uhm Jung-hwa, BoA, Sunmi, lyrics
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